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Brazilian air force pilot says 
he chased after lighted UFOs 

Associated Press 

B~ASILIA, Brazil - An air 
force pilot confrrmed Friday he 
had chased UFOs he described as 
pulsating, colored balls of light 
over the skies of southeastern Bra­
zil e~iy last week and said they 
"couldn't be anything now 
existing." 

Lt. Kleber Caldas Marinho, 25, 
said he pursued but could not 
catch the flying objects first sight­
ed in the southeastern city of Sao 
Jose dos Campos on Monday night. 

"It was a pulsating light, red and 
white, mostly white," Marinho said 
at a press conference at air force 
headquarters in the capital. 

"It was not a star. It couldn't 
have been another plane. It 
couldn't be anything now exist­
ing,"he said. 

The pilot said his U.S.-made F-
5E fighter approached to within 12 
miles of one of the objects, but had 
to turn back because he was run­
ning low on fuel. 

Capt. Marcio Jordao, 29, another 
F: -5E pilot, said he saw "a red light 
that didn't vary, but evidently was 
moving. I got to within 25 miles 
but I couldn't go any faster. Visibil­
ity was great. There were no clouds 
or other air traffic." · 

The objects were picked up on 
radar screens in three states in 
southeastern Brazil, the air force 
said. 

Col. Ozires Silva, president of 
the state oil company, Petrobras, 
was flying in a private plane near 
Sao Jose dos Campos and said he 
also saw the UFOs. 

"It wasn't like any of the classi­
cal flying objects seen in the mov-

ies," Silva said in a televised inter­
view. "It wasn't in the form of a 
flying saucer or plate. Instead, 
what J saw were illuminated 
points." 

Air Force Minister Gen. Octavio 
Moreira Lima said the chase planes 
were sent up because the UFOs 
were "saturating radar and inter­
fering with air traffic." 

TV Globo, the nation's biggest 
commercial TV network, showed 
film taken by a ca.nleraman in the 
southern city of Maringa showing a 
silvery pulsating light in the sky, 
larger than any star appears from 
Earth. 

Col. Sidney Obino Azambuja, 51, 
chief of staff of the Brazilian Aero­
space Defense Command, said, 
"The radar blips persisted. We had 
phenomena, and they were seen." 


